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 Evidence of Media Influence over Stereotyping
Over the years, the role of media has been a critical factor in influencing the direction of crime policy. In assessing the role of the media understanding that the ‘the media’ is a complex set of competing interests is necessary. Nevertheless, in a variety of ways, media images and information have converged to shape public perceptions of crime, offenders, and incarceration policy in ways that are often misleading.
Recent media coverage has put assertion on certain criminal justice issues. On mandatory sentencing, media attention has been fairly critical. The editorials from major print media attention have been sharply critical on mandatory sentencing.  For example, a sympathetic cover story in the black magazine ‘Emerge’ on Kemba Smith, a 24-year old first time offender who was sentenced to twenty four years for her role as a drug mule for her boyfriend drug dealer, taught the nation much about media, celebrity and the racial divide.
This was clearly displayed in the trial of O.J Simpson. The trial highlighted the intersection   of issues of race and class and how the categories play out in the criminal justice system. Regardless of being guilty or innocent, a low class African American male and a wealthy star would have a different verdict. While the low income African American is limited to options, the wealthy star on the other hand can use their resources to fix the outcome of the case through buying DNA expert testimony, pursue investigative leads regarding police misconduct and assemble an all-star defense team.This has clearly displayed that race and the criminal justice system in relation to class is a complex problem to untangle these overlapping effects.
